The British Army took a number of steps to censor what information made it home in letters

sent by soldiers from the trenches. Censorship was very basic — censored topics were
physically removed from letters using a sharp knife or were scribbled over. However,
sometime censored words remained visible.

One method of censorship was the field postcard. These printed cards gave soldiers a number of
multiple choice options which they could cross out if they weren’t relevant. They were not
allowed to write messages on them.

Another, more artistic from of written communication was the silk postcard. During World War
One, silk postcards and handkerchiefs were bought as souvenirs by soldiers when they were on
leave from the Western Front.

Local French and Belgian women embroidered different images onto strips f silk mesh which
were sent to factories for cutting and mounting on postcards. This was an example of an
industry which appeared as a result of war and was a useful source of income for families in
France and Belgium.
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Postcard from the Italian front of
World War I, c.1917.
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